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Political Action and What YOU Can Do


What is Political Action?

Political Action is how our union works to improve benefits and working conditions for our membership, locally and statewide. Elected officials make the laws, statutes and ordinances that control our working conditions, compensation, and pensions along with safety and health issues. We accomplish our goals by educating officials regarding matters important to us and working to elect those who support them.

What is the Firefighters Action Support Team (FAST PAC)?

The Executive Board created a Political Action Committee (PAC) to make contributions to candidates and ballot issues in Washington State. FASTPAC is projected to enhance our membership’s ability to set aside voluntary deductions from payroll checks, checking and savings accounts or credit and debit cards on a monthly basis.  

How Is My Contribution Used?

PAC funds are used to make campaign contributions to state and local political candidates or ballot issues. Specific criteria are used to determine which incumbents or candidates will receive our support, including their voting records on issues of vital importance to our members.

Issue questionnaires are developed for the candidates. The Legislative Committee evaluates their responses, and follow-up meetings are conducted prior to making endorsement decisions. The WSCFF has a strong tradition of endorsing both Republican and Democratic candidates based primarily on their support of fire fighter issues.
Political action does not stop with elections. The WSCFF continuously monitors voting records and participates with local union leaders in determining who earns our support.


What is a Check-Off Program?

Our program is a voluntary contribution plan that allows WSCFF members to “check-off” a small FAST PAC donation each pay period or earmark a monthly amount from their checking or savings account, or by credit or debit card. While many of our members have made generous annual contributions to the IAFF FIRE PAC for years, this is the first time in many years that we as members can make donations earmarked for political action in Washington State that benefit us locally.

What Can I Do?

Our union’s greatest strength is an involved and informed membership. You help us help you by keeping your voter registration current, staying up-to-date on our issues, contributing your time to help our endorsed candidates at election time, and supporting FAST PAC. 

By checking off $10 per month, your $120 annual FAST PAC contribution qualifies you as a FAST PAC Supporter, and you will receive a dated WSCFF FAST PAC coin. Participants donating $20 per month ($240 annually) qualify for the FAST PAC President’s Club and will receive a dated coin.
Supporting FAST PAC is a clear declaration of your commitment to our brother and sister fire fighters and paramedics statewide. 

How Do I Sign Up?

To enroll in the program, please use the form below. Read it carefully; fill in your contribution amount; check the contribution option; sign it; and return it to the WSCFF Office. 

Email your completed form to wscff@wscff.org or fax it to our office at (360) 943-2333.

                                                                                           opeiu23/aflcio

FAST PAC Authorization Card – June 2009





I, 			___________________________, authorize the WSCFF Secretary/Treasurer to deduct $		 monthly/annually/one-time from my selection below for the purpose of making a political contribution to the WSCFF FAST PAC.





Credit card (Visa or MasterCard only)			Account # 					


Debit card  -- must have Visa or MasterCard logo	Exp. Date 					


American Express





	 Note:  We will accept payroll deductions; however, these plans must be set up with your employer.  


Please contact us if you are planning to set up a payroll deduction plan for your members.





This authorization is made voluntarily with my specific understanding that:


"No employer or labor organization may discriminate against an officer or employee in the terms or conditions of employment for: The failure to contribute to; the failure in any way to support or oppose; or in any way supporting or opposing a candidate, ballot proposition, political party, or political committee." 


My authorization below shall remain in full force and effect until revoked by me in writing.


Signature: 							  Date:					  


Address: 							  Local #:	29			


City, State, Zip 												 


Employer:		Spokane Fire Dept		  E-Mail: 				


Employer Location ~ City:  _____Spokane____						  State:  WA








Washington State Council of Fire Fighters 1069 Adams Street SoutheastOlympia, WA 98501 (800) 572-5762  


Contributions to the FAST PAC are not tax-deductible as charitable contributions for federal income tax purposes.





For Office Use Only.   Coin 				  Date 		








